
OVERLEA HIGH SCHOOL Summer 2023 Reading Assignment Grade 11

Directions:
❖ Choose two texts below from the text document. As you are reading, apply the
S.O.A.P.S. Tone strategy. You may complete this typed or on a sheet of paper. Then,
complete dialectical journals for each story. Three entries per story. This assignment will
be due October 7th.

Summer 2023 Reading Assignment Reading List. Choose Two
All readers need a variety of literature from which to choose. Some selections may
contain mature subject matter. We encourage parents to have conversations with their
child about their choices.

Poe, Allan Edgar - The Fall of The House of Usher This story begins with the unidentified
male narrator riding to the house of Roderick Usher, a childhood friend whom the narrator
has not seen in many years. The narrator explains that he recently received a letter from
Roderick detailing his worsening mental illness and requesting the narrator’s company.
Out of sympathy for his old friend, the narrator agreed to come.

A Ride Out of Phrao - by Dina Nayeri Examining themes of place, home and cultural
identity, A Ride Out of Phrao is a story about an Iranian woman in the US who embarks on
a life-changing journey to Thailand. An O. Henry prize winning story, it o�ers a unique
perspective from Dina Nayeri, an Iranian-American author who moved to the US from Iran
as a young girl. For students seeking a contemporary female voice that helps unite
readers in a global perspective — and understand what it means to find one’s place in the
world — this is must-read.

The Yellow Wallpaper - Charlotte Perkins Gilman’s classic short story, "The Yellow
Wallpaper" tells the story of a young woman’s gradual descent into psychosis. "The Yellow
Wallpaper" is often cited as an early feminist work that predates a woman’s right to vote
in the United States. The author was involved in first-wave feminism, and her other works
questioned the origins of the subjugation of women, particularly in marriage. "The Yellow
Wallpaper" is a widely read work that asks di�cult questions about the role of women,
particularly regarding their mental health and right to autonomy and self-identity. -
Prepscholar.com. (Below are links to the story as originally written and another version
that is slightly easier to read.)

Jamaica Kincaide - Girl “Girl” consists of a single sentence of advice a mother imparts to
her daughter, only twice interrupted by the girl to ask a question or defend herself. She
intends the advice to both help her daughter and scold her at the same time.

https://americanenglish.state.gov/files/ae/resource_files/the_fall_of_the_house_of_usher.pdf
https://archive.ideasimagination.columbia.edu/content/images/DinaNayeri-_A-Ride-Out-of-Phrao.pdf
https://www.nlm.nih.gov/exhibition/theliteratureofprescription/exhibitionAssets/digitalDocs/The-Yellow-Wall-Paper.pdf
https://www.newyorker.com/magazine/1978/06/26/girl


Directions:
A dialectical journal is used to explore the themes of a written work through a written
response to quotations from that work. As you complete your assigned reading, choose
passages that standout to you, record them, and evaluate each with your ideas, insights,
questions, reflections, and/or comments. Record your responses in a T-chart as in the
example provided. For each story, complete at least three entries.




